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CITY OF WASILLA 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 

WASILLA CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
Wasilla City Hall, 290 E. Herning Avenue, Wasilla, AK 99654 / 907-373-9020 phone   

 
REGULAR MEETING 6 P.M.  FEBURARY 4, 2014 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
  
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

 
V. REPORTS 
 A. City Deputy Administrator  
 B. City Public Works Director 
 C. City Attorney 
 D. City Planner 
 
VI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (five minutes per person, for items not scheduled for 

public hearing) 
 
VII. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Minutes of January 14, 2014 regular meeting 
 
VIII. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
IX. NEW BUSINESS (five minutes per person) 

A. Committee of the Whole 
1. Planning Commissioner Training – Parliamentary Procedure and 

other procedural requirements for the Commission. 
 
 
 

 

MAYOR  CITY PLANNER
Verne E. Rupright   Tina Crawford 
 
WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION 
Vacant, Seat A 
Daniel Kelly Jr., Seat B 
Jessica Dean, Seat C 
Vacant, Seat D 
Glenda Ledford, Seat E 
Claudia Pinard, Seat F 
Loren Means III, Seat G 
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B. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
1. Item: Resolution Serial No. 14-01: Recommending that 

the Wasilla City Council amend the Transportation 
Chapter of the 2011 City of Wasilla Comprehensive 
Plan to add design standards and the use of context 
sensitive solutions for construction and/or upgrades of 
roads and highways within the city limits.    

 Petitioner: City of Wasilla 
a.         City Staff 
b.         Applicant 
c.         Private person supporting or opposing the proposal 
d.         Applicant 

 
X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
XI. COMMUNICATIONS 
 A. Permit Information 
 B. Enforcement Log 

 
XII.   AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
 
XIII. STAFF COMMENTS 
 
XIV. COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
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WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION   REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
 TUESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2014 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
The regular meeting of the Wasilla Planning Commission was called to order at 7:00 PM 
on Tuesday, January 14, 2014, in Council Chambers of City Hall, Wasilla, Alaska by  
Glenda Ledford, Vice-Chairman.   
 
II. ROLL CALL   
 
Commissioners present and establishing a quorum were:     

Vacant, Seat A 
Jessica Dean, Seat C 
Vacant, Seat D 
Glenda Ledford, Seat E 
Claudia Pinard, Seat F 
Loren Means, Seat G 
 

Commissioner absent and not excused was: 
Daniel Kelly Jr., Seat B  

 
Staff in attendance were:   
 Ms. Tina Crawford, City Planner  
 Ms. Sandi Connolly, Public Works Clerk 
  
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
A. Commissioner Dean led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
GENERAL CONSENT: The agenda was approved as amended, to remove Agenda 

Item #VIII and schedule it for the February 4, 2014 regular 
Planning Commission meeting.  

 
V. REPORTS 
 
A. City Deputy Administrator  
No report given. 
 
B. City Public Works Director  
No report given. 
 
C. City Attorney 
No report given. 
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D. City Planner 
Ms. Crawford provided an update on the Main Street/Yenlo couplet and provided a 
information regarding the upcoming Matanuska-Susitna Borough Regional 
Transportation Strategy and Development Workshop. 
 
VI. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (five minutes per person, for items not scheduled for 

public hearing) 
No one present.  
 
VII. CONSENT AGENDA  
A. Minutes of December 10, 2013, regular meeting 
 
GENERAL CONSENT: Minutes were approved as presented. 
 
VIII. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
IX. NEW BUSINESS (five minutes per person) 
A. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Dean moved to enter into the Committee of the Whole at 

7:05 PM. 
 
Entered into the Committee of the Whole for the following item: 
 
1. 2014 Planning Commission Work/Training Calendar – Discussion to include 

desired training sessions, schedule to review remaining Comprehensive Plan 
chapters, and work priorities for 2014.  

 
MOTION: Commissioner Dean moved to exit the Committee of the Whole at  

7:17 PM 
 
X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS    
No unfinished business. 
 
XI. COMMUNICATIONS 
No statements made regarding the following items. 
 
A. Planning Commission meeting calendar for 2013 
B. Permit Information 
C. Enforcement Log 
 
XII. AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
No comments. 
 
XIII. STAFF COMMENTS 
Ms. Crawford welcomed the new commissioners. 
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XIV. COMMISSION COMMENTS   
Commissioner Ledford welcomed the new commissioners and thanked them for being 
on the Commission. 
 
Commissioner Dean welcomed the new commissioners 
 
Commissioner Means stated he is glad to be a contributing member of the Planning 
Commission. 
 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 
The regular meeting adjourned at 7:19 PM. 
  
      
ATTEST:             
       DANIEL KELLY, JR., Chairman      Date 
 
       
TAHIRIH REVET, Planning Clerk 
 
Adopted by the Wasilla Planning Commission February 4, 2014. 
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 By:   Planning 
 Public Hearing:  02/04/14 
    Adopted:   

 
WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 14-01 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE WASILLA PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDING 
THAT THE WASILLA CITY COUNCIL AMEND THE TRANSPORTATION CHAPTER 
OF THE 2011 CITY OF WASILLA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO ADD DESIGN 
STANDARDS AND THE USE OF CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS FOR 
CONSTRUCTION AND/OR UPGRADES OF ROADS AND HIGHWAYS WITHIN THE 
CITY LIMITS.    
 

WHEREAS, the City of Wasilla is the commercial center for the Matanuska-

Susitna Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the demands on the City’s road networks are intensifying; and  

WHEREAS, the Parks Highway, Palmer-Wasilla Highway, Knik-Goose Bay 

Road, and Main Street are state roads and serve as major corridors entering into and 

through the city limits; and  

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska Department of Transportation has classified 

these roads as principal arterials that are now part of the National Highway System and 

are required to meet standards for higher mobility and lower degrees of access by the 

Department of Transportation; and 

WHEREAS, where these roads enter the city limits, the city desires to find a 

balance between mobility and access that supports commercial development and 

residential access; and 

WHEREAS, the Parks Highway Alternate Corridor is designated as a priority 

project for the City of Wasilla and it is where the high degree of mobility needs to be 

focused; and 
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WHEREAS, the City of Wasilla is committed to establishing a network of local 

roads and joined accesses between developments to promote secondary routes and 

reduce the need to expand arterials in the city limits; and 

WHEREAS, to meet a balance between mobility and access the City is willing to 

accept some levels of congestion during peak hours such that principal arterials can be 

designed to a Level of Service “E” with a design speed of 35 mph.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Wasilla Planning Commission 

hereby recommends that the Wasilla City Council amend the transportation chapter of 

the 2011 City of Wasilla Comprehensive Plan as follows: 

Chapter 3.  Transportation 

3.3 Goals, Objectives, and Actions  

Goal 1.  Provide for streets and highways that promote mobility, connectivity and 
access for both present and future users while utilizing context sensitive 
solutions for roadway and highway design.  
 

Objectives  Actions  

1.4 Improve the City’s road system to 
meet projected growth.  

1.4.1 Continue efforts to locate, design, and 
maintain roads based on their function and 
the community needs. 
1.4.2 Promote the development of secondary 
roads to establish a network of local roads to 
reduce the need to expand arterials. 
1.4.3 Continue to support the Parks Highway 
Alternative Corridor project as the primary 
route to move traffic through the City. 
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Goal 2. Provide a streets and highway network that supports economic 
development and growth.  
 

Objectives Actions 

2.1 Create regulations that protect and 
improve the traffic flows on highways 
and arterials that integrate 
environmental and community values in 
the transportation decisions at an early 
point in planning, and continue through 
project design.  

2.1.1 Promote access management along 
collector and arterial roadways, as 
appropriate and where secondary access is 
available or planned.  
2.1.2 Reserve sufficient room for major 
future roadway upgrades along collector and 
larger roads when developing new roads to 
allow for the use of context sensitive 
solutions in the roadway design. 
2.1.3 Revise right-of-way reservation 
requirements in City Land Development 
Code to accommodate four lanes or more for 
the Parks Highway Alternative Corridor 
Project. 
2.1.4 Require new commercial 
developments to provide connectivity with 
adjoining commercial uses. 
 
2.1.5 Require new residential developments 
to provide connectivity with adjoining 
neighborhoods. 
2.1.6 Require arterials to be designed with a 
Level of Service “E” where some congestion 
is acceptable  during peak hours. 
2.1.7 Require arterials to be designed with a 
speed limit of 35; and 25 mph when in 
downtown along the Main Street Couplet. 
2.1.8 Consider the use of roundabouts when 
planning improvements to roads and 
highways. 

 
APPROVED by the Wasilla Planning Commission on -, 2014. 
 

      APPROVED: 
 
              
       Daniel Kelly, Jr., Chairman   Date 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Tina Crawford, AICP, City Planner 
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